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We live in an era of both wonderment and despair, of techno-
utopian dreams and dizzying ecological breakdown. Many 
persons who spend large stretches of time out of doors, in fairly 
direct interaction with the more-than-human terrain, often find 
themselves beset by a deepening malaise when they consider 
our human future within the biosphere. Other persons who 
spend a large part of their days engaged with new media or 
developing new technologies, often feel buoyed by a sense of 
open and unbounded possibility when they ponder that future. 
In truth, many of us find ourselves gripped by both of these 
apparently contrary moods, flipping back and forth between 
them without ever locating a clear vantage from which to 
understand these moods in light of one another. Using the lens 
of animism to examine the perceptual dynamics at play in our 
sensorial encounters -- both with the animate earth, and with the 
remarkable technologies that increasingly mediate our relation 
with the biosphere -- this talk will strive to discern a common 
pattern at work within these two ostensibly contradictory moods 
and modalities of engagement.
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