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Ruth Beer is an Associate Professor and Head of Visual Arts at Emily
Carr Institute of Art and Design where she also serves as a member of
the Board of Governors. She is an artist who has an extensive record of
exhibitions in museums and galleries in Canada, United States and in
Japan. She is the recipient of several Canada Council Grants and
Government Research Grant. Her sculpture, installations and
photo-based work relate to ideas about landscape, consumer culture and
the environment. Ruth has a particular interest in interdisciplinary
approaches to artistic practice.
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Kit Grauer is Associate Professor of Art Education at the Faculty of
Education at the University of British Columbia. Her research interests
include arts-based and image-based research, international issues in art
education, teacher education and art curriculum and instruction. Her
current research includes studies on the beliefs of pre service teachers
toward art education and changing beliefs of artists, teachers and
researchers involved in artist in the schools programs. She has been
heavily involved with the teacher education program at UBC and is now
focusing her teaching in the secondary art teacher education program,
the new gallery and museum certificate program and the graduate
program in art education. Kit is also a practicing artist and has shown
her work in Canada and Finland.
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Gu Xiong is a multi-media artist from China now living Vancouver,
associate professor at the Department of Fine Arts at the University of
British Columbia, working with painting, drawing, printmaking,
sculpture, photography, video, digital imagery, text, performance art
and installation works. He received his BFA and MFA from Sichuan
Institute of Fine Arts, Chongqing, China. His art has been shown
nationally and internationally, and has been collected by the National
Gallery of Canada, the National Gallery of China, and other museums
around the world. He has received numerous awards from Canada,
USA and China. He has published two books and written articles for
art catalogues, magazines and newspapers.
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Rita L. Irwin is Professor and Head of the Department of Curriculum
Studies at the University of British Columbia. Her research interests
include inservice arts teacher education, curriculum studies, artist-in-
schools programs, First Nations and gender issues. These substantive
areas are supported by action research, case study, image-based
research, and many forms of arts-based educational inquiry. Her
artistic pursuits are autobiographical in nature and have most recently
been concerned with landscape.
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South West Normal University, Chongqing, China
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Beijing Normal University, Beijing, China

For more information:

http://m1.cust.educ.ubc.ca/Artography/
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OVERVIEW

The City of Rich Gate: Research and Creation within Community-
Engaged Art Practices. The City of Richmond, British Columbia,
Canada is a city that has recently come to represent east meeting west,
the Pacific Rim meeting Canada, farm-land meeting urban landscapes.

The “City of Rich Gate’ is a Chinese translation for the name of the
city of Richmond and for many Chinese immigrants this city represents
the promise of a better homeland. For the Chinese-Canadian
community within the ‘City of Rich Gate’ having access to
community-engaged arts practices addressing issues of identity, place
and community linking cultures, geographies and socio-cultural
backgrounds presents opportunities for personal and cultural
transformation.

Working with six immigration families in the Richmond area, Ruth
Beer and Gu Xiong, two nationally and internationally recognized
visual artists, and Rita Irwin and Kit Grauer, two nationally and
internationally recognized visual arts educators, organized this project
in order to evoke discussion on hybrid notions of place, history,
identity formation and cultural transformation. They hope to inspire
dialogue and reflection in Richmond, British Columbia as well as in
China where exhibitions and lectures from this project will be shared.

X TTHER

GATE STATEMENTS
BiE—=R
EAER, WU BEEARATEFCENRERDZEE, X
ENTYREFBURCEHSEENZRE, —EEN RS
—PMEEE BERERKLE BRREEA, 4R, D
AR U BE A X —8ERI], AT DIESEERE, Warll
HU D BE, MHEN—FFiR, RMNEZKFBT —EX—EMIT,
FRRBRBNSFOANLE,

GE NI’S FAMILY

For us, the concept of rich gate represents an interstitial space formed
by the act of people's passing. It is the space between both material
places and cultural/ social ones. The gate is marked by personal

stories: desire, disappointment, subversion and acceptance. It is
fabricated by both social ideology and by individual use. This space
possesses power to bridge and separate. For our family, we have passed
through many gates, marking each with a part of ourselves.
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GRAUER FAMILY

Gates are like bridges in that they are the markers of transition from
one place to another. Gates represent those liminal spaces of our
becoming.
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MEI’s FAMILY

Gates are really relevant to our experience as new immigrants from
China to Canada. Richmond is a gate for our family as it is the first
gate where we landed. We have become used to this gate and love the
life here.
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GABRIELE’S FAMILY

Gates may be viewed as barriers - or not. A gate can keep us in or it
can swing open to welcome us into a whole new world of experiences.
Fortunately for me many gates have opened. Every time a gate opened
new and often exciting experiences followed. As a young immigrant
child learning a new language opened a huge, very important gate.
Acquiring new skills and knowledge, making new friendships and
learning to appreciate cultural similarities and differences opened even
more gates. Maybe life can be viewed as having many gates that are
waiting to be opened......
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LINDA’S FAMILY

Chinese Root, Canadian Compassion, Rich Gate will bring us to a
Third Culture.

(F ARt

“EIMTWESHEBRERZDFENMT, XETEDHRE
2. ABLEEEN, ZaEMiELRE. BII—REXERER
A, ERERRL.

HONG’S FAMILY

"Rich Gate" is a lucky place for many Chinese. Though a multi-
cultural international city, it is very convenient to get access to Chinese
products. My family chose to live in Richmond and we enjoy our life
here.




