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This research focuses on the experiences of elementary 
and post-secondary pre- and in-service drama teacher’s 
agency in Montreal, Quebec. It looks at how this agency 
engages with the educational calls to action (#62 i and 
#63 i, ii, iii and iv) from Canada’s Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission (TRC) using drama education and theatre. 
It is about a quest that is hard to imagine given Canada’s 
ongoing and historical colonial legacy. Between 2014 
and 2019, two research projects took place with pre- 
and in-service teachers focusing on the question What 
dispositions do pre- and in- service teachers need to develop 
in order to enact critical-creative agency through the lived 
provincial arts curriculum? to guide this initial imagining. 
The three case studies or vignettes in this presentation 
are exemplars for how primarily pre- and in-service 
teachers in Quebec use teacher agency to engage with 
the TRC’s educational calls to action while co-creating 
collaborative drama and theatre performances. The 
significance of providing these examples for those 
interested in taking up the calls to action in the TRC is 
that they cover a range of practical pre- and in-service 
K-University contexts using both drama education 
and theatre performances to learn and present shared 
understandings. The diverse examples of how students 
and teachers can use the arts (i.e. which include scripts, 
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performances, interviews, focus groups and monologues) 
to take up the TRC’s calls to action in pedagogical spaces 
are a reminder that there is no formula that can be applied 
in all instances. This is the case because participant lived 
experiences and the unique collaborative communities 
that develop in the rehearsal space are contingent upon 
the individuals who contribute to the conversations, 
learning and community. 
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